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NRIVAôs biennial cruise event took a different         

direction this year setting its sails to go North, joined 

by 117 families from 21 states across USA and 4        

different countries. Thanks to Ram Garipalli garu and 

Ravi  Ellendula garu, our cruise coordinators and EC    

members who chose Alaska as the new destination  for 

NRIVA to explore. 

Though traditionally, November has been NRIVAôs 

cruise event, which itself is celebrated by its   members 

like a mini-convention on the waters,  the grand     

glaciers of Alaska added the icing on the cake for the 

350 members who gathered during the last week of 

July at Seattle.   

Treated to the mouth watering Indian vegetarian    

delicacies, the families bonded and built new      

friendships as they boarded the bus tours to Skagway 

and    Yukon. Great water falls, lakes and the spectacular fireworks 

left the members awestruck and spell bounded with a lifetime of 

memories to cherish and moments to relive.  

The cruise catered to the varied interests of a diverse group         

throughout the trip with sessions ranging from Meet and Greet, 

NRIVAôs journey, Matrimonial, Yoga, Health and non-stop        

entertainment for all ages. Families also took the opportunity to 

learn about NRIVA, its signature program Adopt-a-student and 

the extended families of the Vasavi    community. Volunteers from 

chapters such as Atlanta, Boston and Columbus engaged the     

attendees with games and entertainment.  

NRIVA leadership thanks all the members involved in this edition 

of cruise expedition and cannot thank enough, the volunteers for 

their role from the onset of planning to the very last moment  to 

make each moment a memorable experience.  

More on Page 4... 

My Dear Vasavites, 

I am very proud and      

privileged to be part of  

NRIVA since its inception. 

Over the last 10 years, we 

have spread the Vasavi Matha message 

ñDharmam-Seelam-Ahimsaò, helping 

many underprivileged with their              

education, emergency and medical help 

and other needs. We were also able to    

connect many people with Matrimonial, 

Business, Career, Immigration, Health and 

various other activities in line with our 

motto ñConnect to Serveò. 

I would like to thank all our Members, 

Chapter leads, Committee Chairs, Co-

chairs, Executive Team, Board members 

and all Volunteers who have put             

tremendous number of hours with         

passion, dedication and commitment to 

grow NRIVA to the highest level. I have 

witnessed firsthand this organization 

growing from 1 chapter to 40+ chapters 

and connecting more than 10000+       

Vasavites throughout the country. 

We canôt thank enough all our donors for 

their continuous support for NRIVA     

without whose generosity, we could not 

have done various service activities over 

the years, and hope to have their continued 

support, love and affection in the future 

too. 

 I am very excited to share that we have 30 

different committees continuously working 

on several activitiesé         Contd on Page 2 



Here are some important activities and 

achievements during last few months: 

§ For the first time in the history of 

NRIVA we conducted oath ceremony 

program for EC, BOD, Chairs, Co-

chairs and Chapter leads in Detroit 

January 2018. 

§ We have initiated and presented Vi-

sion 2020 plan that is aligned with our 

mission statement ñConnecting to 

Serveò. The objective of Vision 2020 

plan is to take our organization to the 

highest level. Vision 2020 document is 

prepared covering several projects 

with clear time lines on delivery with 

10 Years road map. In our Vision 2020 

Plan we have included some long term 

legacy projects like building Vasavi 

Temple, Community Center and     Re-

tirement Center in USA and NRIVA 

Bhavan/Choultry in India 

§  As part of Vasavi Atmarpana day we 

have initiated NRIVA Vasavi Seva days 

across all chapters. More than 20   

chapters have performed Vasavi 

Atmarpana Pooja and actively            

participated in service activities like 

Food drives, Blanket drives, Coat 

drives, Soup kitchen drives and various 

other service activities. We sponsored 

four  families with Managala Suthram.  

We recently started a campaign for 

Kerala Flood  Relief. The Vasavi Seva 

team is planning for another drive dur-

ing this fall.  

§ Vasavi Jayanthi Celebrations was a 

grand success this year. For the first 

time more than 35+ chapters            

enthusiastically celebrated the               

festival across USA. Some 6000 people 

attended the events across all the  

chapters.  We distributed Vasavi idols, 

Prasadam from Penugonda to all    

chapters.  We have conducted Vasavi 

Maha mantra chanting sessions and 

conducted Vasavi alankaram and essay 

writing competitions. 

§We created chapter guidelines and 

conducted sessions with chapter leads. 

§ We standardized the  banners and 

flyers for all our signature events as 

part of our Branding strategy and    

continue working on templates for all 

the NRIVA activities. 

§  We implemented Social media 

guidelines and rolled out the new     

process to all the chapters and core 

team members. 

§  We are in the process of developing 

a  new web portal to enhance our 

productivity and create seamless      

experience for our members as part of 

our Technology strategy. Technology 

committee has been updating the web-

site with all the updates. 

§  We have initiated SRUJANA 

(Womenôs Committee) and successfully 

conducted the  first webinar for women 

and coming up with another webinar 

for financial awareness for women in 

September. The committee has also 

started various womenôs activities. 

§  We have applied for 80(G) status  

for NRIVA India trust, which is a re-

quirement for accepting funds from the 

GMR Matching program. 

§  Youth Committee has been initiated 

forming chapter level leadership to 

conduct youth activities in chapters 

and started planning to coordinate  

several activities. 

§  Education committee  conducted 

summer STEM workshops in some 

chapters and a webinar by a youth 

member.  

§  We conducted 3 Immigration        

sessions to benefit our members on  

immigration changes taking place in 

USA. Our immigration team has       

created multiple WhatsApp groups to 

help our members with answering 

questions from experts on a daily basis.  

§  As part of Adopt a Student program 

we have sponsored 25 students until 

now and plan to sponsor another 25 

students before the end of the year.  

§  We conducted a webinar on 

óDiabetes and Thyroidô and in the    

process of organizing a walk by Health 

and fitness team. 

§  Help line team has helped with     

various Medical and Death related 

Fund raisers over the year. 

§  Alaska Cruise was great success. A 

total of 117 plus families with 350 

members joined the group from 20 

plus chapters and from four countries. 

§We conducted our first Successful 

Matrimonial session during the  Cruise. 

Around 70 parents participated and we 

have more than 1200 profiles on our 

NRIVA matrimonial website. 

§  New Chapter Committee added two 

new chapters and is working towards 

adding a few more before the end of the 

year.  

§  Chapter Coodination Committee has 

organized several chapter coordination 

calls for promoting the vision 2020, 

chapter leads guidelines, committee 

chairs calls along with other calls. We 

are also collecting the member details 

from local chapters and updating the 

website. 

§ We are happy to share that we have 

signed contract with Suburban Place, 

Novi, MI for NRIVAôs 5th Global con-

vention, to be held during July 4th to 

July 6th of 2019.  

I request all of you to block 

your calendars and plan to attend the 

convention with your family and 

friends.  

Last but not least, please visit 

www.nriva.org for details on our 

activities. Thank you all for your con-

tinuous support to NRIVA and appreci-

ate all your help. 

May Goddess Vasavi Matha shower 

good health, wealth and prosperity on 

all of us. 

Thanks 

Nagender Aytha,  

President, NRIVA  

Presidentõs Message Continued... 

http://www.nriva.org


  Dear Fellow NRIVA Members,  

Hope you all are doing well and had a 

good chance to celebrate both American 

and Indian independence days.  I am happy 

that we are able to pull together and    

reinstate Vasavi Vani. I would like to 

share that we had a wonderful Cruise Trip 

to Alaska organized by NRIVA and heard 

lot of positive feedback which gives us 

immense energy to conduct these kind of 

fun activities in future.  As Chairman,  let 

me thank the editor and the entire Vasavi 

Vani team, including the Cruise organiza-

tion team, and the Leadership team who 

had put their valuable time, effort and 

money to make these events such a        

huge success!  

In addition to the above 

events, there have been 

wonderful educational 

and health webinars, 

STEM classes and vari-

ous    service activities 

across all the chapters by 

our passionate members. I 

am very much fascinated by the increased 

interest and growth of this esteemed or-

ganization. Let us   continue to work        

together to take NRIVA to the next level. 

Let me take this opportunity to inform 

you that along with Adopt A student and 

other service programs, we are in the 

midst of planning our upcoming            

convention at Detroit in 2019. Please 

block your calendar from July 4th-6th 

2019 for the NRIVA 5th Global            

convention at Novi (Detroit), Michigan.   

More details will follow shortly. We are 

looking forward to putting together     

nother successful Convention.  

I am truly honored to serve as your Chair-

man and look forward to continue to foster 

growth and building meaningful relation-

ships in our community.  Also, I assure 

you to protect interests of NRIVA in all 

aspects. 

Shankar N Setty 

Chairman, NRIVA  

Message from NRIVA Chairman 

Thank you NRIVA! You made the difference 

Adopt-A-Student team is excited to share with you all about a student supported by NRIVA Charan Thangudu, has got a job offer 

even before completing his studies. Vasavi Vanithalu NJ/NY sponsored the student via our AAS program. Charan knows only Telugu 

and his family couldnôt afford for his studies. After passing 10th grade, he was working in a shop for two years. With our support, 

Charan joined ITI and scored 83% in his first year.  

You can be part of similar success stories and help make a difference in an under-privileged studentôs life. 
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